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COTTON-' INSECT  CONDITIONS  FOR  WEEK  ENDING  jrJNE  2/ I9U5 
••(Sixth  Cotton  Insect  Survey  Report  for  I9U5) 


Cotton  improved  markedly  during  the  week.     Temperatures  around  90°  over  most 
of  the  belt  a^d  above  95    in  some  areas  the  latter  Dart  of  the  week  stimulated 
growth  and  helped  in  reducing  the  large  numbers  of  weevils  that  survived  the 
winter.    Emergence  from  hibernation  continues  heavy  and  weevils  are  still 
numerous  in  many  fields.     It  is  still  too  early  for  much  damage  in  most  ^rePs 

arc    hot,  dry  weather  may  checkthe  weevils.    Reports  indicate  serious  in- 
lestations  m  southern  Texas. 


BOLL  WEEVIL 


TEXAS 


Scattered  showers  occurred  in  northern,  eastern,  and  western  Texas 


A.,„i^„  ,        -   c<_ooucxii,   miu.  v-JKHueza  Texas 

TZ  ltl^  ^^^^'^  P^rt  of  the  State  the  drought 

m  IrTlT^  broken,  which  will  aid  in  germination  of  cotton  seed  and  bene- 
fit crops  in  general.     In  the  most  advanced  fields  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  State  mature  bolls  are  present. 

Emergence  of         weevils  from  the  hibernation  cages  at  Waco  brought  the  total 

.0),.'^;;    5  }'  mergence  to  this  date  was  O.gfo  in  I9UU,  0.05'^  in 

n    he  n  ''-^^       '5Ul.     However,  weevils  were  iLs  abundant 

i    K  !  *  ^^^^  ^-^^  d^^i^S  this  period  last  year, 

probably  due  to  lack  of  squares  and  dry  weather.      ^  ^  ^^^^^ 

In  230  fields  in  20  counties  in  southern  Texas  the  infestation  avpraged  2l>i 
as  compared  to  17-7^  punctured  squares  last  week.    Nine  Percent  of  the  fields 

T^'l^t-  V'TT-^'  ^^^^  — es;   29"  ranged  from  11 

f-  ranged  from  26  to  50^0  infestation    a^d  lu/of  the 

fields  had  more  than  50^0  of  the  squares  punctured.     Infes;ations  of  over  25^. 
punctured  snuares  were  reported  from  I6  counties.      '  ^ 

ir'ottr-.watomie  and  Seminole  Counties.  • 

^IISI^:     stands  are  TOorer  than  average  but  cotton  made  rapid  growth  this 
whlo;  if ""^r"*       hibernation  cages  at  Trilulah  and  if  8^  to  dJ  e 
which  IS  almost  as  high  as  in  1937  and  19U1  and  much  higher  th™  In  any  of  the 

?n  tL  ?ie,r""  ^"^""^  ""^  ^*  thel^ate  of  108  Z  acVe 

in  the  fields  examined  at  Tallulah.    Seventy-t-o  wevlls  per  acre  were  fZll 
during  the  last  wee.  of  Kay  last  year,  205  L  19U3,  ^  lIll^TJClloZ^Uu 

f^ifT^orL  sLL'vni"""^^  ™*  ^O"*  °f  ^  of  ootton  was  ob- 

Hay       rrwiel.riJ         J^^^  "^"^"^  observed  on 

^  (over) 


GEORGIA: 


  several  fi  elds  . Examined  in  Eady.-and  Seminole  Coiinties  in  south- 
western Georgia  the  infestations  averaged  over  20%  punctured  squares,  which  is 
high  this  early  in  the  season  ift,  Geargia,  -but.  very -hot  .weather  later  in  the 
^veek  nay  have  reduced  the  vjeevil  population. 

SOUTH  CAROLIKA;     Comiti'(2n<;  v7ere-.  ideal  for- plant  growth  at-Florerce,  S.C.  The 
early  cotton  in  a''few.  fields  ■  i  s  beginning,  to  ■  soiiare.    .From  the  hibernation 
cages  308  boll  -eevils  had  been  removed  by  June  2  as  compared  to  lOS  in  l^kh, 
215  in  191+3  and  211  in  19^2-.  .  -A  total,  of  ^7  ■  toll .  weevil 5" nere  removed  from  the 
■  i/;?-acre  trap  plot :  of  ■  cotton  ■  last  .week -as -compared  to'27.,  63, -and  70 'during 
the  three'  previous  weeks.    A  total  of^  29 5; weevil s ■  have,  been  taken  from  this 
plot  so  fay -thisvspring  as  compared  to  Gk  in  I9I1U.  and  II3  in  19U3..:  In  Horen©^ 
CoTinty  boll  weevils  were  found  in  21  of  the  22  fields  examined.     There  -ere 
approximately  250  weevils  r,er  acre  which  is  slightly  more- than  twice  as  many 
weevils  per  acre  as  were  in  these  fields  a  year,  ago  at  this  time.  ... 

COTTON  FLTA  HOPPER 


Cotton  flea  hoppers. have  been  reported  so  far  this  year  only  from  Texas.  ITo 
alarming  infestations  have- developed,  but  in- some'  fields  in  the  southern  counties 

In  p?'' n^?^T?^^^^'^^a^nYne^|•^^^^  *°  insecticides  tp  check  the  hoPPer  damage, 

in  23,/-  of  thd/fields/no  "hopioers  were  foun.d^  in.  57^- of  the  fields  there  were 
lesc.  than  10  flea  hoioT^ers  per  100  terminal  buds;  in  17^0  of  the  fields  there 

■  were  from^ll  to  25'hop-pers  per  100-  buds;:.in  2fo  of  the  fields  from  26,  to  50  -flea 
hoppers;  ^,nd-  in  onLy  1%  of:  the  fields  were  there  more  than  50  hoTDPers  ver  100 
t-ermmal  buds.  -The  farmers  .in.-3.5  of  these-  fields,  in  9  counties  were  using 
rnsecticides-  to-  control  ths.  hoppers.-  ■  .   '    ,  ' 

■  ^  OTFER  PLA^^T  BUGS 

■  In  the  El  Paso  Vf^lley  -or  ^exas  plant,  bugs..,-were  .<5n-  the  increase  and  113  Lvgus 
and  8  AdelPhocori  s'.-were  taken  -per  100  ;sw.eeT>s  wi  th  a  net.    Jn  .the  Salt 

.  Valley  of  Arizona  rLygus-  are  miore.  abundant  on  al.falfa^  and  .other  .host  -plants  than 
a  year  ago  and  th'e  present  prospect-  is -.that-  these  insects  may.be  as  abundant 
as  m  1943.     In  the  Santa  Gru2  Valley ,pf, A rizo.na  the  important  stink  bugs  and 
.^.^  ^^^  (Euschistus  impictiventris,  Chlorochroa  sayi,  Creontiades  femoralis, 

and  -.Adelpho.coris  -suPerbus  )  are-more-. numergus-than,  R~f^v  ago  at  this  ti^,  

while  the  less  injurious  bugs  (Thy  ant  a  custator,  Lygus  :spt^.,  'and  Psallus 
seriatus  )  are  not  as  numerous  as  a  year  ago.   ~' 

'.'i  ■  ":~  '    "  '      ■  GQ'^^OK  APHID  .     .  '  \      ■„,'■■■  -  ' 

•The  severe 'aphid- infestations  in 'the  coas-tfi].-' areae  ,of .,  ?exaS  .  have  been  reduced 
and  cot  ton  has  made.-rapid.  recovery,  .  Aphids  ar^  Vincrefesing  and  control' may  be 
needed  m  .  some,  fields,  in.  , the;lower  Rio...  Grande  .valley.  At  Tallulah,  L?.,  some 
cotton  plants  in  all  fields  were  heavily  infested,  but  the  infestations  are 

-generally- light.  :\' -    •  •■:  -  .  .....      ,  . ,  :„. 

■  ■  ■         ■    ■  •{   ;  :     miL^Cm     -f' t  ■     '■.  V','.!.. 

In  the  hibernation  cages  at  Waco,  Texas,  the  emergence. of  boll worm' moths  s6 
far  this  spring, •h5sriieen.l+ii'^;as:.oomparedf. -to  ^fo  In^  I'SkU.-,  28^  in  .I9U3.; ' -0.-3^-' in 
1942;  -  and-  23%'ln-  19Ui.-  The-- survi  val- of -  boUwarras..  ,i-s  numerous  'enough' to -'cause 
serious  damage- .in:  tk-e-., CO tto-n:  .fields  .of- ,,Te-xas,  if ,  condi tions.  during,  the  summer 
are  fayo.rable  fbr'^{^±r:  development,.  ^-  However,  .during  .the  week'  'th,ey  '^er.e. 
reported  from  cotton  fields  in  only  5  counties,  '  ' 


-3- 


THRIFS 

At  Tallulahj  L?-.j  thrips  were  only  about  one-third  as  abundant  on  cotton 
as  during  the  sajne  period  in  I9UU,  I9U3,  sjid  19U2. 

In  lilTashington  and  Bolivrr  Counties  in  the  Delta  section  of  Mississippi 
thrips  damage  was  noted  in  all  fields  examined  and  the  damage  to  cotton  is 
more  serious  than  during  any  year  since  19^0.     ■'•n  the  El  Paso  Valley  of 
Texas  thrips  are  still  causing  damage  but  the  oldest  plants  are  beginning 
to  recover.     This  practically  describes  the  condition  in  most  of  the 
southern  half  of  Texas. 

GRASSHOPPERS 

Grasshoppers  have  become  abundant  in  np-xiy  fields  in  the  vicinity  of 

Waco  J  'Texas.    McLennan  County  Agent  Patterson  has  had  many  calls  for  Tioison 

this  week  and  is  supplying  many  aprilicpjits.     Several  fields  of  cotton, 

including  one  of  200  acres,  are  being  injured.     Considerable  poisoning  for 

grasshoToper  control  is  also  being  done  in  Caldvvell,  Milam  and 

Robertson  Counties. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Beet  army^7orms  were  still  noted  in  cotton  fields  in  Arizona  but  they  have 
caused  but  little  commercial  damage  to  cotton  this  year. 

The  cabbage  looper  has  been  noted  on  cotton  nlants  at  Marana,  Arizona, 

The  Blapstinus  beetles  mentioned  on  May  12  as  abundant  in  Arizona  cotton 
fields  were  apparently  controlled  by  irrigation  as  no  recent  indication 
of  their  injury  has  been  noted. 


Prepared  June  6,  19^ 5« 


